Evaluation of family physician prescribing: influence of the clinical pharmacist.
This study was designed to determine whether prescribing patterns in family practice residency training offices were more favorable in offices with clinical pharmacists. Two family practice residency training offices with clinical pharmacists and two offices without clinical pharmacists served as study sites. At each office, 100 prescription copies were selected by stratified random sampling, and a case abstract was constructed from the medical record. An additional 38 prescriptions that resulted from clinical pharmacist consultation were studied. A blinded review panel evaluated the cases for appropriateness of drug choice and dose and anticipated benefit of the prescription. Prescriptions from offices with clinical pharmacists and consult prescriptions were rated significantly more favorably both for drug choice and drug dose (p less than 0.02). These data suggest that clinical pharmacists involved in family practice residency programs may refine and improve otherwise acceptable prescribing.